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Mandeni Inkosi (67) marries

67-YEAR-OLD Mandeni ko-

S (chie) has married . 16-

vold girl in a traditional

ceremonyin Mandeni 5o she can
“produco him an heir

“Trbal elder inkosi Mgwavumele-

ni Mhlongo llegedly paid the bride’s

family R30000 and eight cows for

his i,

“According o witesses, he teen
bride was forcefuly taken o the
ceremony by her famiy, apparently
Fickingandsereaming. @becomethe
second wile of MHlongo, a an over
halfa century oder than she s.
“The traditional ceremony was
held on Saturday, 4 January, but &
close source only evealed the infor-
mation o the Zufuland Fever s istr
publcaton,the tanger Weekdy,this

teenage bride

67-YEAR-OLD Mandeni inkosi Mgva-
vumeeni Mhiongo with his 16-year-
ol bide.

PHoTo: supPLIED

week

“According 1 a source, Mblongo,
‘whots  respected older i his home:
townofNdulinde, Manden,lostboth
children from s fist marriago.

it s belioved that 1 current
partners pastchid bearing:ageand
The teenager was sought 0 bear the
ageing mans children” said the

urce

‘According 0 Albert Miyeza, who.
attended the coremony e eenager
s a disant ry from most adiant
brides, “The imago could casily be
misinterpreted a5 a grandiather

helping his geand-daughter cut 0
a celobratory cake. But t was a far
Shot from the grm reality”said Mi-

Sern

o vas wearing 3 sky bloo
blotse butoned ghiy sgainst her
Deckand draped in what appeared
oo a tradtonal whit cloh

e head waswrapped inasimi-
Jarcolour ot thsoung i loked
Sarid standing nex o ber pely
e spouse s hey procseded 0
il weldingeake sad Miyeza

o g il g thei blss:
oy he ariage i ber e
¥ing Merom owon Thavenothing
o'd0 with i bride.

AN qestons can be direced
M it s
"The gits
poridy id s “doescareabout
e st o cdacaton.

ther also re-

price

‘Meanwhile, Mhlongo was appar-
ently quoted s saying his marriage
{o “the gt was nobody's business
‘and he needed. 0o approval as he
had already paid a bride-price

“r'can't be told whatto do” he
‘added. According to the South Afr-
CanMarriagoAct 1961, agirloverthe
ageof 15 can be lgally married il
e parents give their consent.

‘SundumbiliSAPShasnotarrested
Mblongo as the marriage s wihin
egalconstrains Soveral atemps (0
contact Milong were usicoessful
atthe time of going 0 pres.
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